Life after Death

Quarter 6 | Lesson 12 | Life Skills

1. COI’IHGCtiﬂQ' Talk about beliefs about what happens at death.

2. T@ﬂChmq Leam what the Bible says about life after death (Colossians 1:16; John 3:16; 3:36;
1:25-26; 14:2-3; 1 Corinthians 2:9; Revelation 21:4)

3. R@SPOﬂdiﬂﬂZ Draw ideas about heaven.

SUPPLIES

*Bible

® Sticks, leaves, flowers, and other natural items
Optional Supplies:

® Pencils

* Memory Verse Poster

* The Action Bible, image of Jesus and crying woman
* Student Page

® Paper

* Markers

Teacher Devotion

What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has
conceived—the things God has prepared for those who love him.
1 Corinthians 2:9

As a Christian, you know that Jesus’sacrifice has given you the gift of eternal life in heaven. But the
uncertainty of death may cause you to worry and fear. You may worry that heaven will just be a
continuation of this life with the same problems, hurts, and disappointments. Or you may think that it is
imaginary. But neither of those thoughts are what the Bible teaches about heaven. It is real place. It will
be beautiful beyond your imagination. The love and peace will never end in God's presence.

As you prepare to share about life after death with your students, consider this: The same God who
created the universe has prepared a special place for you in His heavenly kingdom. He has created you
to love Him and live with Him forever. That is your purpose—now and for all of eternity. What can you do
today to praise Him for this amazing gift?
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Lesson Time
1. Connecting: Talk about beliefs about what happens at death.

As the teens arrive, ask them to think about one thing they would really like to experience before they
die. It could be something big like getting married or something small like tasting an exotic food.

When you are ready to start class, ask the teens to form groups of 4-5. Then ask them to talk in their
groups about the 1 thing they would want to experience before death and why. Give the groups about 3
minutes to talk about this. Then invite several groups to share some of their answers with the whole class.

This life can be full of wonderful things, such as some of the things you shared. But this life is also
full of heartache and pain. When we think about dying, it can be frightening because we cannot
know what it will be like. We cannot talk with someone who has done it and come back to tell us.

* What do you think happens after a person dies?
Ask the students to share their answers with their groups.

Everyone dies. Our human bodies will not last forever. This frightens many people because it is an
unknown. But the Bible tells us what happens after death, and we can trust what it tells us.

2. Teaching: Learn what the Bible says about life after death
(Colossians 1:16; John 3:16; 3:36; 11:25-26; 14:2-3;
1 Corinthians 2:9; Revelation 21:4).

The Bible tells us that we were created for more than just this life that we know on earth. We were
created for much greater purposes. Listen to what the Bible says about why we were created.

Have a student read Colossians 1:16 aloud from the Bible. If that is not possible, the verse is printed here.

For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through him and for him.

Colossians 1:16

¢ According to the last part of this verse, why were we created?

We were created by God and for God. He wants to have an eternal relationship with us, but we sin,
and that separates us from God.“Sin” means choosing to go against what God wants for our lives.
But God gave us an amazing gift. Listen to what He did to allow us be with Him forever.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16
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* What did God do to allow us to have eternal life?
* How do you think we can have eternal life when our human bodies will die someday?

There is only 1 person who has conquered death—Jesus, God’s Son. He died and was raised to
life again. For this reason, we can trust what He teaches about life and death. He has experienced
death and taught us what happens next. Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, God gave us a
priceless gift—forgiveness for our sins. This allows us to have eternal life with God if we accept
His gift.

Teacher Tip: Your students'beliefs about life after death will be greatly influenced by the beliefs of
their families and community. Be prepared for questions about other points of view regarding life
after death. Ask your leadership for help if you are unsure of how to answer the students’ questions.

Optional: If possible, share the image from The Action Bible.
Listen to what Jesus said about life after death. He shared this after a friend of His died.

Have a student read John 11:25-26 aloud from the Bible. If that is not possible, the passage is printed
here for you.

Jesus said to her, “ am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me
will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.
Do you believe this?”

John 11:25-26

* Jesus said, “l am the resurrection and the life.” What do you think that means?
He was raised from the dead and will live forever. He is life and gives eternal life to those who follow
Him.

* What do you think it means that everyone who believes in Jesus will never die?
Those who believe in Jesus will live forever with Him.

Every one of us will die. And every one of us will be raised again, and our bodies will be rejoined
with our spirits. But not everyone will live eternally with the Father in heaven. Those who love
and follow Jesus will spend eternity with God in heaven. Those who do not will be separated from
Him forever.

Teacher Tip: This is a very sensitive topic, and your students will probably have many questions.
Some may believe that everyone goes to heaven. That is not true. Everyone is automatically going to
hell unless a choice is made to receive God’s free gift through Jesus. Be sure that your students know
you are available to talk with them after class. Ask your pastor or spiritual authority to be available to
talk with any students who have concerns.

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life,
but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God'’s wrath remains on them.
John 3:36
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* What do you think heaven will be like?
Allow students to offer their thoughts. Do not correct them at this time. They will learn more about
heaven as the lesson continues.

The Bible tells us that life in heaven will very different from life on earth.

Have a student read Revelation 21:4 aloud from the Bible.

He [God] will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.
Revelation 21:4

* According to this verse, what will we not experience in heaven?

* Why do you think we experience these things on earth but will not experience them in
heaven?
Guide the students to understand that our earthly lives are still affected by the sin of the world, but
in heaven everything will be perfect, as it was before sin entered the world.

If you are using the Memory Verse Poster, show it to the students.

Life on earth is darkened by sin and evil. But God promises that heaven will be filled with joy and
peace. There will be no more sin. There will be no pain or grief. The difficult things we struggle
with on earth will be gone. Listen to this verse:

What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has
conceived—the things God has prepared for those who love him.
1 Corinthians 2:9

* What is the most wonderful thing you can imagine?
Allow 5-6 students to share their thoughts.

Heaven will be even more wonderful than all of those things! Think of the most amazing waterfall
or mountain or flower you have ever seen. Now imagine that you are looking at that beautiful
thing through very dirty glasses. You would still see what it was. It may still even seem beautiful.
But if you took off the dirty glasses and saw that thing clearly, it would take your breath away.
That is what heaven will be like—more wonderful than we can imagine.

Listen to what Jesus told us about heaven.

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so,
would | have told you that | am going there to prepare a place for you?
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And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where | am.
John 14:2-3

* How does it make you feel to know that Jesus has prepared a place for you in heaven?

Jesus has prepared a place for you in His Father’s house! He loves you so deeply that He wants
you to spend all of eternity with Him knowing perfect love and peace! We know that there is life
after death. Heaven is a real place!

Teacher Tip: Some of the teens may be worried about family members or friends who died without
knowing Jesus. They may ask what happened to their family members. Handle these questions
sensitively. The Bible teaches that people who did not know and love God on earth are not part of
His heavenly family. But let the students know that only God knows with certainty if their loved ones
knew and loved Him.

3. Responding: Draw ideas about heaven.

Death is something we will all face. There is nothing we can ever do or say that will allow us to
earn a place in heaven. We all sin, and our sin separates us from God. It is only through the death
and resurrection of Jesus that we can live eternally with Him. By dying on the cross, Jesus paid
the price for our sins and restored our relationship with our heavenly Father. We are invited to
accept His gift and live in heaven for all of eternity.

When Jesus returns, God’s kingdom will be complete. Listen to what the Bible tells us about
heaven and earth at that time.

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. | saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Revelation 21:1-4

* What does this passage teach us about heaven?
Allow 2-3 students to share their thoughts. Then guide them to understand that when Jesus
returns, everything will be made new.
In heaven, everything will be made new. There will be no crying or pain, and death will disappear

forever. The sin and evil of the world will be finally and completely destroyed. Those who believe
in Jesus will live in peace and joy with Him forever.

Close your eyes and imagine what heaven will be like. Remember, it will be more beautiful,
more peaceful, and more filled with love than any place you can know here on earth. Let’s
create images of that place!
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Give the students some sticks, leaves, flowers, and other nature items. Tell them they have 5 minutes to
recreate their visions of heaven. As they do, invite them to praise God for His gift of eternal life. After they
are done drawing, encourage the students to walk around to see each other’s pictures. They can ask
questions about what was drawn and why each student thinks heaven will look like that.

Optional:

If you have paper and markers available, let the teens use those to draw their pictures.
If you are using the Student Page, give the students time to complete it.

End of Option

If you want to accept God’s invitation to join His family and live with Him forever in heaven,
please come to talk with me after class. | would like to tell you more about what it means to
accept God'’s gift of salvation.

Teacher Tip: Some of the teens may have questions about accepting God's gift of salvation. Invite
them to speak with you after class. If students are interested in learning more about Jesus and what it
means to follow Him, you can download the Salvation Path below and share it with them.

Lead the students in singing this quarter’s song, if possible. “What a Beautiful Name” by Hillsong Worship:_
https://youtu.be/r5L6QIAH3L4

Close your time with a blessing over your students based on Revelation 21:4:

Blessing: May you know the God of heaven who wants to wipe away every tear from your eyes.
May He give you confidence in the fact that He has conquered death and promises you an eternal
life of peace, love, and joy. May you love and follow Him so you can enjoy eternal life in His
heavenly home.

Family Connection: Encourage the students to ask their family members about the most wonderful
things they can imagine. The students can then share that heaven will be more wonderful than anything
we can imagine because we will experience the fullness of God'’s love.




